Fittingly, 
my friend Alyssa is currently living 
in Thailand, where she is interning at a small non-profit organization, helping 
to establish human rights for the oppressed throughout Asia.   This is a prime example of Alyssa being Alyssa—a deep love for nature, adventure,  travel, and people has lead her to travel all around the US and now to Thailand, and likely beyond, 
all in an effort to better the lives of everyone she meets.  Alyssa is pursuing a degree in Social Relations from Michigan State University, and presently plans
 on joining the Peace Corps upon her graduation next year.  Even if her plans change, I don’t think Alyssa will—wherever she goes, she will throw herself into serving everyone she encounters. 

Alyssa loves rock climbing, hiking, swimming—activities 
that exemplify her heart; full of adventure and daring, wild and unstoppable.  Rock climbing an art; taking a seemingly insurmountable task and meeting it head on, refusing to back down from the challenge that looms before you.  
Just as she loves to scale real cliffs, Alyssa’s attitude also allows her to climb emotional and relational mountains.

Two summers past, Alyssa traveled to Texas to counsel young girls at a campground.  Despite beginning as an outsider, Alyssa quickly embraced these new places 
as home, and cemented herself as adoptive family with everyone at the camp.  Typical Alyssa—she rose 
to meet what was asked of her, then 
surpassed it by leaps and bounds.  She did such an excellent job they invited her back, this time to lead the counselors, and not only in Texas, but also for a time in both Oklahoma and Colorado.
  Having established strong connections throughout the Midwest, she then set her sights to the world, and so she sought out her present internship in Thailand.  

I nominate her because she fits the concept of “Zero Boundaries” perfectly
.  She is not the strongest or toughest woman I know, but 
her tenacity and fierce pursuit of her passions are what sets her apart from the crowd of onlookers and mere dreamers.  Honesty and sincerity are her weapons, armed 
to the teeth with a smile that encourages and invites you
 to join in the adventure.

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  I think beginning with fittingly is unnecessary.  Your second sentence tells us already that her actions fit her nature.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  Here you have a two part verb (is living).  It is considered incorrect to split the auxiliary verb from the main verb.  Thus, this should be “currently is helping”. Typically we split verb phrases like this with some kind of adverb.  Usually adverbs are placed just before the verb phrase (most common in English) or just after the verb phrase.  You may find other places to put the adverb that also work, however—it’s very flexible.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  Sometimes when we speak, we omit the auxiliary verb even though we really shouldn’t—we let a comma take the place of the conjunction and the auxiliary.  This is also a little awkward because 1) I don’t know if Alyssa is helping or if the organization is helping.  2)  The rule with commas and conjunctions is that you only need a comma if the material on either side of a conjunction can stand alone as separate sentences.  You actually have omitted the implied conjunction here, which makes it more difficult to see why you don’t need to have a comma here.  Technically, this should be “is interning…and is helping” (no comma) because you need to keep the compound present tense the same.  I’ll highlight this throughout.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  I would suggest parenthetical use here.  This is more personal preference than anything.  Commas are not incorrect.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Is planning.  Verb consistency—compare to is pursuing.  I would suggest saying “presently is planning to join”.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  David loves the dashes, I see.  (  I would just start a new sentence and say “These activities exemplify…”  If you cannot bear to do away with the dashes, I would place one after heart.  The dash then serves to separate a clarification of a description rather than to separate two sentences.  You probably felt the compulsion for the dash because the sentences are so related.  If this is the case, you could use a semi-colon.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  What about it?  I don’t know.  This is a fragment.  I need a subject.  (ie., “Alyssa makes rock climbing an art, takes a…and refuses to back down…looms before her.”  Note the use of simple present vs. compound present (uses an auxiliary verb).  Also, for this kind of writing, avoid I language (you, we, I, etc.) at all costs.  It’s considered too informal.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  This is probably the best sentence in the entire paper.  Can’t really explain why.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  The new place (you only have one campground).  If she was at multiple camps, then make sure that’s clear.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  I would say “as is typical to her nature, Alyssa rose…”  Again, it’s the dash thing.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  This is the same issue with the omitted conjunction.  Really, unless then comes at the beginning of the sentence, you need and prior to it.  You thus will not need a comma.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  I would break this into another sentence.  (ie, This happened not only in…)  This is a little confusing…do you mean to say that she was invited to lead counselors in multiple states?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  Does “Zero Boundaries” have something to do with the program for which you are nominating her?  From this sentence alone, it isn’t clear.  Also, don’t use I.  I would say, “Alyssa deserves to be nominated for insert program/scholarship name here because…perfectly.  Program requires an individual to be insert traits here, and Alyssa is all of these things.  


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  This may appear as a weakness even though you didn’t intend that way.  You could omit this and simply start with “Her tenacity…”


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��weapons, and she is armed…


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� who do you mean by this pronoun?  Clarify.  You could be one person or it could be a group of people.  The ambiguity of pronouns is another reason they are avoided in formal writing.  Usually you can replace them with words like individual, people, etc.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��  Overall, this is good.  As usual, your ability to write descriptively is your strength.  You may wish to include something that answers the question, “Where would the world be without Alyssa and why?”





